Photopolymer Plate Making
Digital File Setup

PREPARING DOCUMENT

Photopolymer Limits
No lines smaller than 0.25 point
No font smaller than 8pt

Any smaller, you run the risk of it not showing up once the print is made.
8.5x11 sheet — Maximum printable area of 8.26x10

17” roll — 16.75 maximum printing width

24 roll — 23.75 maximum printing width

300 resolution

Photopolymer Plate Sizes

A4 —11.69 x 8.27in

A3 -16.53 x 11.69 in
Plates are hand cut from a larger plate, sizes can vary slightly.

EXPORTING DOCUMENT
Steps for exporting your final design from either lllustrator or InDesign

Final Design

@& llustrator _File Edit_Object Type Select Effect View Window _Help

Photopolymer



lllustrator

File > Export > Export As...
Save as TIFF or JPG
Select Use Artboards

Save As: | Untitled-1.tif

Tags:

Where:  [#) Documents v

A | TIFF (tif) B
Use Artboards Ol " Range:

TIFF Options
RGB

300 Resolution
Embed ICC Profile

TIFF Options

Color Model RGB v

Resolutior  High (300 ppi) v

Anti-aliasing: Art Optimized (Supersampling)

711 7W Camnraccinn

Embed ICC Profile: sRGBIEC61966-2.1

JPG Options

RGB

Quality 10 Max
300 Resolution
Embed ICC Profile

JPEG Options

Color Mo 2l: RGB
Quality: O 10
smaller file large file
Options
Compression Method: Baseline (Standard) v
Resolutic : High (300 ppi) b

Anti-aliasing: Type Optimized (Hinted)

Embed ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1



InDesign
File > Export

Save as JPEG (there is no TIFF option)

save As: | Untitled-1

Tags:

v =y B Desktop

Favorites I BB Necas 2.14.22 S

A Applications B scans

B scratchpad
)
B Documents

o Downloads

&
L
Locations
& iCloud Drive

Formaly JPEG

Use InDesign Document Name as the Output Filename

New Folder Cancel

JPEG Settings

Quality — Maximum
Resolution — 300

Color Space — RGB

Select Embed Color Profile

Export JPEG

Export

O Range: |1
O Al

© Pages

O Spreads

Image
Quality: | Maximum
Format Method: Baseline
Resolution (ppi): 300
Color Space: RGB

Options
Embed Color Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1

Anti-alias

[] Use Document Bleed Settings

[C] Simulate Overprint

After your file is exported.




Open in Photoshop.

Check your blacks to make sure they are pure black. CMYK color spaces can create a
grey black if not corrected.

Open a Curve or Level Adjustment

Select Subject

Layers

Brightness/Contrast... !
Q Kind Levels...

Normal

Lock: B 4 < DN @

Exposure...
Vibrance...
Hue/Saturation...
Color Balance...
Black & White...
Photo Filter...
Channel Mixer...
Color Lookup...

o rﬁl Untitled-1
]

Invert
Posterize...
Threshold...
Gradient Map...
Selective Color...

Select the black dropper and click on a black area of your image. It will correct the black
to be a pure RGB black.

Properties  Adjustments Libraries
84 3 curves

Preset Default

B RGB

Output

Flatten your image.
Image > Flatten Image



Inverting your Image
With the background layer selected. Invert your image.
Image > Adjustments > Invert

#l or CTRL | will work as well

Layer Type Select Filter 3D View Plugins Windc

Adjustments Brightness/Contrast...

. Levels... ®BL

Auto Tone OEL cyrves.. #M
Auto Contrast XL EXposure...
Auto Color %8

- = ~ Vibrance...
Image Size... X#EI ye/saturation... #U
Canvas Size... X%C  (olor Balance... %¥B
Image Rotation > Black & White... X0%B
Crop Photo Filter...
Trim... Channel Mixer...
Reveal All Color Lookup...
Duplicate...

pplyimage.. Posterize...
Calculations... B ol
Variables S Gradient Map...
Apply Data Set... Selective Color...
Trap... Shadows/Highlights...

HDR Toning...

Analysis

Photopolymer

Desaturate 08U
Match Color...

Replace Color...
Equalize

Everything that is white will expose the plate.

Save your image as a TIFF or JPG

Tips

- You don’t have to use all of your plate at once. You can cut it up and use the rest for
another project at another time.

- You can save money and materials by grouping multiple projects onto one 8x10” file
when printing your pictorico film and use when needed.



